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Louis became involved with CCM in his sophomore year when 
he volunteered to help with the music ministry at Mass.           

He attended Catholic high school but says college is not the 
same. “Here you choose to become involved,” he shares. 
CCM support and activities “help me define my faith.”  

 
 
Trey shares that “CCM has really been a great thing for me, 
really good for keeping me grounded. I found myself in     
college for the first time (realizing) that my beliefs and what I 
did with them were really in my own hands.”  
 

 

Giuseppe came to college as a Catholic in name only,      
tending toward atheism. Baptist missionaries brought him 
back to faith in Christ, but, through his own research as a 
history major, he felt the Catholic Church held the fullness of 
faith. 
  
He entered the RCIA program to prepare for full communion 
with the Church and connected with CCM, which helped 
guide him on his new faith journey. That experience “was 
the first time I had ever been in a very Catholic community. 
Here everyone was trying to live it out… “  
 
“I have grown ... from being purely intellectual to trying to 
live a Christian life, to loving Jesus, to trusting that God loves 
me.”   

 

Victoria has been involved with CCM throughout her college 
years, serving in her junior year as CCM president.  

“The Catholic Community is a good, solid group of friends. 
Get involved as soon as you can,” She advises new students. 
“In college there are many things that challenge our faith.”  

 Victoria emphasizes the importance and impact of the    
experience of community support. “In the Catholic          
Community here there is a comfort. We trust and respect 
each other.” She adds, “ You can’t grow if you are afraid.”   

Dear Donors,  
 
YOU make possible the Church’s ministry of presence 
among college students within the Diocese of Charlotte! 
The content of this newsletter is the fruit of your care 
and generosity! We thank you. 
  
We count on your continued support! Consider a gift at 
this time:  

• A recurring monthly gift online to insure ongoing 
services and programs 

 

• A one-time online gift 
 

• A check (envelope included for your convenience) 
 
Make your online gift at Catholiconcampus.com/
support or send a check to Catholic Campus Ministry 
1123 South Street Charlotte NC 28203. Designate the 
school of your choice.   
 
Address any questions to Ann Kilkelly, CCM Director of 
Development, 704-370-3216 or  
akilkelly@charlottediocese.org. 

Seniors share growth in faith and wisdom guided by Catholic Campus Ministry  

Victoria’s advice to new students: The Catholic    
Community is a good, solid group of friends. Get 
involved as soon as you can. 
 

In the Catholic Community here there is a comfort. 
We trust and respect each other. You can’t grow if 
you are afraid. 

What Louis will take with him from his CCM        
experience: “comfort to explore my faith on my 

own and with others.” 

“In college you either make your faith your own or 
leave it…. It is important to have that community 
support… at a time when a lot of people are     
drifting away from their faith or just coming into 
it.”   

Ministry to college students before and during the pandemic... 

 
2019 Diocesan Retreat in Black Mountain (above) and outdoor Mass in April 2021 at Wake Forest University (below) 

During this time of COVID, campus ministers have continued to offer bible study and other group activity, adoration, Mass, and a 
variety of ways of support, oftentimes virtually, through various platforms and, as permitted, outdoors. The Church continues to be 
present among the students! 

Prayerfully consider a PLANNED GIFT to insure that     

future students will have the presence of the Church 
among them through Catholic Campus Ministry. 
 
 The following information may be of assistance to you: 
 

A bequest in your will is perhaps the simplest way to give. 
Some individuals leave an outright gift of cash, while    
others leave a percentage of their assets or remainder.  
 

Gifts of real estate or other tangible assets are an ideal 
way to give to Catholic Campus Ministry when the        
donated assets are highly appreciated.  
 

Gifts of IRAs are a great way of avoiding the income tax 
consequences associated with these types of accounts.  
 

Gifts of life insurance allow you to give a gift that lists 
Catholic Campus Ministry as a beneficiary. 
 
For more information about Planned Giving, contact Gina 
Rhodes, Director of Planned Giving, 704-370-3364 or 
gmrhodes@charlottediocese.org.  

Trey credits his CCM friends for “pushing me to be 
a better version of myself.” 

Students come together in prayer. 

mailto:gmrhodes@charlottediocese.org


Alumna states that CCM helps anchor  
students as they face challenges to their 
faith and values 
 
Nadra Taylor graduated from North Carolina A&T,        
Greensboro, in 2002. Thea House, the campus ministry     
center for NC A&T and Bennett College students, became 
her home away from home. It was a quiet place to study 
and a place of refuge when she needed to get away from 
the dorm. “It was very welcoming, an anchor while I was 
exploring my faith,” she explains. 
 
Alberta Hairston, campus minister at the time, helped Nadra 
find her way with wise direction, support, and good food. 
“Ms. Hairston was there whenever I needed advice. College 
is a place where you are exposed to new ideas; it’s good to 
have that anchor.”  
 
How did CCM help prepare Nadra for the real world? 
“Because Thea House was an anchor for me, it gave me 
more confidence to step out and be comfortable being  
Catholic.” 
 
“College is a real critical point in young adults’ lives,” Nadra 
adds. “It is a real pivotal time in the development of their 
faith. They are away from their parents, and there is so 
much misleading influence. People need an anchor!”  
 
That is why Nadra supports CCM even now, almost 20 years 
after graduating. She understands how important that CCM 
anchor is. “Even if students don’t attend, it is available to 
them. That is what matters.”   

Allison, second year student: 
 
“CCM is helping me find God in my adult life as I make         
decisions on my own ….CCM helps me find that place with 
God in everything I do now. It is like a springboard, not how 
I found God but how I find God now and in the future.” 
 

Next year -”I hope to help other students hold that space 
where we can feel comfortable to share our faith…. Come, 
feel comfortable!...The Church is welcoming to even those 
who are not in it. I am part of that welcoming.” 
 

College is a real critical point in young adults’ lives. It is a real pivotal time in the development of their faith. They are away 
from their parents and there is so much misleading influence. People need an anchor!...Even if students don’t attend, it is 
available to them. That is what matters.  - Nadra Taylor 

 

During three semesters of COVID caution: 
 
“Even though far apart, we are close in heart, mind, prayer - 
and Zoom! The work of God is continuing wherever we are.”  
 

-  Father Marcel Amadi, campus minister at Wake Forest        
University, Winston-Salem, and NC A&T, Greensboro. 

Nadra with her family and nephew at Great Wolf Lodge,  
Concord, NC 

Thank you! 

Clara, first year student: 
 
CCM is helping Clara take time out, to pause to reflect on  
herself and others. She started journaling this year. Praying 
the rosary has been particularly helpful in giving her the quiet 
time to meditate.  
 
“Having CCM activity provides structure, and I appreciate the 
routine. It is something I look forward to…. 
 
“Once you meet people through CCM, you keep doing things 
together. Around them, I feel encouraged to be a better  
person.” 
 
Clara will carry on the tradition: “Next year I want to do more 
social events. It is important to get new students involved. I 
want to be part of that.” 
 

 
 
 
 

Nora, second year student: 
 
“My faith means a lot to me, and I would rather have friends 
to share it with....CCM makes you realize you are not the only 
one who believes what you believe, and the CCM community 
makes it very strong…. sharing faith makes it more          
meaningful and fun.”             

Looking to next semester, Nora is excited to meet new  
students, to experience more in-person activity “because a 
lot more can happen in person. “  

Lisa, third year student: 
 
Even though the COVID precautions have made group 
meetings most often impossible, Lisa found a hidden grace in 
the difficult times: “Stronger and deeper connections seem to 
develop in COVID,” she shares.  
 
“Even though we are not meeting in conventional ways, we 
are meeting in other ways, lifting each other up 
prayerfully….We are just being open to others right now. It is 
more personalized and not just a social thing.” 

Lisa feels that CCM has helped her grow in the knowledge of 
her faith. She explains, “Understanding more about the 
Church and faith enriches my faith, helps me be better able 
to defend the faith and how to share it.” 
 
Lisa is excited about planning for next year when there are, 
hopefully, no restrictions on  gatherings. 
 

CCM is helping me find God in my adult life as I make  

decisions on my own. 

Students find God and support on their journey of faith into adulthood            
through Catholic Campus Ministry  
 

Students share how CCM has influenced their faith development and personal growth. 

Once you meet people through CCM, you keep 
doing things together. Around them, I feel   

encouraged to be a better person. 

Understanding more about the Church and faith 
enriches my faith, helps me be better able to    
defend the faith and how to share it. 

CCM makes you realize you are not the only one who  
believes what you believe, and the CCM community makes 

it very strong. 

Clara wants you, our donors, to know: 
“(You) are donating to an active (group), filled 
with a lot of good  people who care about each 
other and their faith. They truly care, want to 
find a deeper relationship with God and to help 
others. We even continued our weekly Zoom 
rosary during semester break! CCM is certainly 
not dormant during COVID!” 


