Students join the Church at Western Carolina
Senior year of high school was a rough time for me. A break
up with my girlfriend left me feeling depressed. I was
looking for meaning. That search led me to the Catholic
Church. I decided that when I started college I would begin
RCIA. But I was nervous about stepping out into unknown
waters, starting at a new school and joining a new church.
Today I am so grateful for Catholic Campus Ministry, where
I found both a solid group of friends, and a solid community
in which to grow in faith.
~Carson, WCU freshman
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Students gather after a weekly dinner at UNC Charlotte

CCM Deepens Faith at UNC Charlotte

Carson (far right) and the other WCU students joining the Church
through RCIA this year

Dear Donors,
YOU make possible the Church’s ministry of presence among
college students within the Diocese of Charlotte! The content
of this newsletter is the fruit of your care and generosity!
We thank you.

To me, Catholic Campus Ministry means fellowship,
community and faith. I have met some of my closest
friends through CCM and get such a sense of warmth and
belonging each time I walk in the door. We have such a
strong community, all working towards the same goal of
being good Catholics and spreading the love of Christ. My
faith and trust in God has deepened since I joined CCM
through retreats, guest speakers and quality conversations
with my peers and campus minister. CCM has not only
changed my college experience for the better, but also my
life.
~Emily, UNC Charlotte junior

Prayerfully consider a PLANNED GIFT to ensure that
future students will have the presence of the Church
among them through Catholic Campus Ministry.

A new Chapel for UNC Greensboro
Catholic Campus Ministry at UNC Greensboro opened a
new Chapel for students this fall semester. The Chapel
space is the newest addition to the CCM suite in the
Smith Campus Ministries Center. The suite also includes
a student lounge, library/study room, and an office.
There was no designated space for Mass, or private or
group prayer during the week. Mass on campus,
previously celebrated in a multi-purpose room, now
has a dedicated space. Students, especially commuters,
are taking advantage of the new Chapel for quiet
prayer and devotions every day.
Creating the Chapel was possible because of the
generosity of CCM donors, like you! Additional support
was provided by two Greensboro parishes. The Chapel
seats were donated by St. Pius X, and St. Paul the
Apostle gave financial support through a second
collection.

Students pray silently before Mass in the new Chapel at UNC Greensboro

The following information may be of assistance to you:

Blessing of the Animals on St. Francis’ Feast
Day at UNC Asheville

We count on your continued support! Consider a gift at this
time:
• A recurring monthly gift online to ensure ongoing
services and programs

A bequest in your will is perhaps the simplest way to
give. Some individuals leave an outright gift of cash,
while others leave a percentage of their assets or
remainder.

Asheville Catholic Campus Minster David Mayeux organized
an ecumenical Blessing of Animals for St Francis’ October 4
feast with the Episcopal Campus Minister, Kelsey Davis.

•

A one-time online gift

•

A check (envelope included for your convenience)

Gifts of real estate or other tangible assets are an ideal
way to give to Catholic Campus Ministry when the
donated assets are highly appreciated.

Make your online gift at Catholiconcampus.com/support or
send a check to Catholic Campus Ministry, 1123 South Street
Charlotte NC 28203. Designate the school of your choice.
Address any questions to Ann Kilkelly, CCM Director of
Development, 704-370-3216 or akilkelly@rcdoc.org.

Students and staff brought pets (or photographs of animal
friends) to the quadrangle for a blessing that blended
elements from the traditions.

Gifts of IRAs are a great way of avoiding the income tax
consequences associated with these types of accounts.
Gifts of life insurance allow you to give a gift that lists
Catholic Campus Ministry as a beneficiary.
For more information about Planned Giving, contact
Gina Rhodes, Director of Planned Giving, 704-370-3364
or gmrhodes@rcdoc.org.

UNCA students gather for the Blessing of the Animals

Asked why ecumenical prayer is so important, Kelsey said “In
a world with so much competition and division, for students
to see differing traditions come together in friendship, in
dialogue or prayer or service, is a blessing to the campus
community.” Students, excited by the event, are looking
forward to it becoming an annual tradition at UNCA.

Catholic Campus Ministry is a home away from home through the college years ...
at Appalachian State

at NC A&T

For the past four years, Catholic Campus Ministry has
been my constant. From changes in academic interests
to living arrangements to friendships, CCM has
continued to support and ground me.

When I first started college at Appalachian State, I felt
nervous about being alone without my family for the first
time in my life. I didn’t know how I would ever feel like I
belonged in such a large university.

“CCM has served as a place of comfort,
especially while we have coped, grieved, and
mourned the losses of friends and family.”

After a difficult first night of feeling lonely and scared I had
a strong gut feeling that I needed to attend the spiritual life
fair on campus. It was at this fair that I found Catholic
Campus Ministry. It felt like God had pointed me to CCM.
All I needed to do was follow.
After my first meeting at CCM I didn’t feel alone anymore. I
was able to connect to people who shared similar values as
me, and I was able to talk about my faith openly.
This was something I had
never felt comfortable doing
with friends in the past. In
high school, I had started to
drift away from my faith
because I spent a lot of time
with friends who were not
religious. This influenced my
relationship with my faith.
The kinds of people you
spend time with can have a
huge effect on your
personality.
App State students gather before a
Wednesday dinner

As I grew closer to the
people in CCM I felt my faith in God grow as well. I began to
pray the Rosary frequently. I purchased my own Bible for
the first time. I attended confession more regularly. I have
learned so much more about my Catholic faith.
I am so grateful to have joined CCM, and I am thankful to
God for leading me to this wonderful community. I now feel
like I have a place at App State, which I can thank CCM for.
~Sabrina, ASU freshman

“It’s so important to have CCM on campus. It can feel
isolating in school when you’re surrounded by people
who aren't that religious. CCM helps cultivate the
spirituality of college students.”

Davidson senior says CCM is a constant
presence

Paula (far right) and NC A&T students with Fr. Marcel Amadi

Walking along the college campus of A&T I was
nervous. I had moved from Charlotte where my
Catholic spiritual life was very present. I went to Mass
every Sunday and volunteered at my church. Moving
to a new city I didn’t know anyone ….let alone any
Catholics. I was a black girl at a Historically Black
College, and I am Catholic. I couldn’t help but feel
nervous.
The second month of school, I meet a girl and she told
me she was Catholic, and I couldn’t believe what I was
hearing. I had found two Catholic churches that I
loved, St. Pius and St. Mary. The girl told me there was
a place called Thea House where students congregated
and talked about what it’s like being Catholic and
there were also snacks. Being the 18-year-old me I
jumped and said, “I have to check this place out”.

I know that God is using me in ways beyond my
comprehension.
~Servant of God, Sister Thea Bowman
Four years later I am so happy to call Thea House
home. Thea House has been a safe haven for me. I had
a lot of financial hardships while going to college, so
every Tuesday at 4pm I was eager to meet my friends
at the Thea house and put all that stress and burden
aside. I found happiness, love, friendship, and
enrichment in my faith from Thea House.
~Paula Wambui, NC A&T Class of 2020

Did you know?
14 college students are preparing to receive
the Sacraments of Initiation this year through
RCIA!
50 college students have entered the Church
through RCIA in the last four years!

While initially bonded by our shared faith, I have
developed meaningful friendships with many members.
Though some friends have graduated, the community
of CCM stays in touch in ways that other student
organizations do not.
~Michaela, Davidson senior

Thank you!

HPU students making s’mores on campus

The flame of faith and fellowship is alive at
High Point
Every Thursday Catholic Campus Ministry gathers at the
Cottrell Hall Plaza, where we take a break from our
schoolwork and roast s’mores together.

“From Thursday s’mores to Holy Mass, this is
an exciting time for CCM. And we are thankful
for how blessed this ministry has been by your
support!”
CCM has been rapidly growing. This is a wonderful
opportunity for fellowship and getting to know new
faces. And it provides a perfect venue to talk about our
faith. While we sit around the fire, we share our personal
journeys and the growth in faith we have experienced in
college.
~Alex, HPU junior

