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Realizing that students might be interested in CCM but not 
available when there are activities at the center, students 
took CCM to campus. This fall, they created CCM Week,   
advertising and inviting students to a variety of recreational, 
prayerful, and other activities on the campus grounds and in 
the lounge. As a result, a number of new students have 
joined CCM, observed senior Erik Rathke, CCM ltreasurer and 
one of the organizers.  
 

“CCM is a welcoming environment,” Erik said. “People are 

happy to be there. That is what brought me in two years ago. 

That’s the heart of the group.” He “feels comforted” in the 

group where students can talk about hardships and express 

hard feelings. “It feels good to help people grow in faith.” 

And he adds, “helping others grow helps me grow, too.” 
 

From her perspective, Emily, a senior and CCM vice-
president, adds, “I feel that if I didn’t have CCM, it would be 
easy to fall out of my faith. It is a way to ground me. I didn’t 
believe my faith could grow to the level that it is at now.”  

 

 
 

Davidson CCM students ask for blessing 
of dorms and residences  
At student request, Father Michael Carlson from St. Mark 
Parish, Huntersville, blessed student dorm rooms and  
residences Saturday, September 24. Students arranged 
the blessing and secured permission of any other students 
who might be involved.  
 

At the beginning of the year, student leaders divided up 
the names of new Catholic students and personally invited 
them to join CCM. One new student commented that the 
personal email she received meant so much to her. 
 

CCM at Davidson is a unique community. Not having a 
space to call their own, they are a community on the 
move, always welcoming new members and finding a 
place to hold their events.  
 

According to Julia, a senior and team leader, CCM is one of 
the most active organizations on campus. There are     
activities almost daily. Leaders meet on Mondays, rosary 
on Tuesday, Mass on Wednesday, and dinner on        
Thursday. Students also often create small spontaneous 
get-togethers, passing the word on social media like 
GroupMe. In addition, the students recently had an     
overnight retreat.  
 

On a personal note, Julia adds, “CCM gave me a            
foundation like no other. Faith is not individual; it is     
community. We need to help each other along the way.” 
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Faith on Campus 

UNCC students take CCM Week to campus  

Before a recent CCM Wednesday night dinner and program, artist 
Ingrid and Jose share ideas for a class assignment. 



 
 

Once Alexa realized there was Sunday Mass on campus at 
HPU, she quickly took the lead in inviting other students to 
Mass and other CCM activities. Now a junior, she is president 
of CCM. Her priority continues to be growing the CCM     
community. 
 

From her experience, “The biggest plus is welcoming new 
students and meeting incredible people who value their 
faith.” She explains, “Parents tell you that faith is the most 
important habit to keep in college. But it is all up to you in 
college. It is a hard social and academic time. It’s hard to find 
your way.”  
 

Personally, Alexa feels her faith has deepened. Being in    
college is so different from being at home. In college, “it’s 
having that choice on my own, choosing something that   
really matters to me. Being with such good people here    
reminds me of the importance of my faith. It’s a nice support 
to have.” 
 

 
 

Student imprints: 
“At CCM you will find people who understand you,  
support you. They offer rides to church, have bible 
study groups. You will find people who are passionate 
about their faith.”  - Kaitlyn, Appalachian State U 
 

“I want to  help create a warm and comfortable space 
where God can work with us.” -Joey, UNC Greensboro 
 

“There is always a need to learn more about the faith ... 
Every time we meet, we learn more about ourselves 
and create a deeper bond and connection with God.”    
- Sebastian, UNC Greensboro 
 

“The group gets excited about students new to the 
faith. They are eager to share, encourage, and help one    
another.” - Deacon Matt Newsome, campus minister,  
Western Carolina University 
 

“Before becoming a Catholic, I was more focused on 

what can I do to make money. Now it is what can I do 

to make positive change. The (economic) research I 

hope to do can make a difference in many ways in   

people’s lives and in the environment.”   

- Gabbie, Wake Forest University (Gabbie chose the 

Catholic faith while at CCM/Catholic Life at WFU.) 

“When people give money to CCM, it helps us do more – reach more people, ...The more Catholics we can reach, the better. It 
is so important to have an impact on the Church and the world!” - Emily, UNC Charlotte senior 

HPU CCM focuses on outreach to new students 

Students prepare for the liturgy before Sunday Mass. 

Consider making a gift so that students continue to 
grow in faith and experience of church:  

• A monthly online gift to ensure ongoing services  

• A one-time online gift  

• A check (envelope included for your convenience)  
 

Prayerfully consider a planned gift to help future students 
grow in their faith: a bequest in your will, gifts of real    
estate, gifts of IRAs, gifts of life insurance.                           
For more information, contact Gina Rhodes, Director of 
Planned Giving, 704-370-3364 or gmrhodes@rcdoc.org. 

Make your online gift at Catholiconcampus.com/
support or send your gift in the enclosed           
envelope.  Designate the school of your choice.   
 

Address questions to Ann Kilkelly, CCM Director of           
Development, 704– 370-3216 or akilkelly@rcdoc.org 
 

Watch for ... 
our letter coming to you soon with Alyssa’s story of how 
CCM helped her survive her first year at college. Know the 
difference you make in one student's life. And how you can 
multiply that! 

 

A walking confession opportunity at retreat 
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