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Brianna Sheagley, Class of 2020 
UNC Greensboro  
 

Before Brianna encountered CCM at 
UNCG, she was church shopping for a 
place to fit in and be spiritually fed.  
 

One day at UNCG she followed a large 
CCM banner to the lounge where she 
was welcomed by Gregg, the campus 
minister, and other students, as they 
dropped in to study or get a snack. It 
Immediately felt like home. Soon 
after ,Brianna entered the RCIA 
program to become Catholic and was 
baptized on Pentecost, 2020. 
 

Looking back on her experience with 
CCM, of “being with people who 
genuinely cared about me, who 
showed me Jesus’ love for me, and 
their willingness to guide and comfort 
me when I had doubts, gives me 
comfort now.”  
 

Brianna credits CCM with helping her 
grow socially and spiritually: “I am so 
much more at ease meeting people. I 
feel closer to Jesus. I had heard a lot 
about him but did not realize how 
deeply Jesus cares, that he pays that 
close of attention to me. I have deeper 
trust.” Daily prayer is now routine. 

Rob Michele, Class of  2020  
Wake Forest University 

Heather Honeycutt, Class of 2006, Davidson College 

Heather connected with CCM as soon as she could and quickly became a leader, helping 
prepare the weekly meal, heading up a bible study group, and organizing retreats.  
“CCM kept my faith going through college,” she explains, “where, for many students, 
faith easily gets bumped down in importance.” For Heather, CCM was home. “In Catholic 
school, I learned what to believe, but CCM helped me make my faith my own.” 
 

As for Heather’s parents, they were heartened that their daughter had found a like-
minded support group. Her mother, Alice Yopp, shared, “Her being part of CCM made us 
understand how deep her faith was and how she wanted to enrich that faith. It made us 
feel relieved, happy, and proud of her.” 
 

Looking back on her faith development through college, Heather summarizes the CCM 
way in four phases: 

 Learning what the Catholic Church teaches 

 Opening to learn more, to question and grapple with faith and God when you are 
exposed to so much in college 

 Making faith your own 

 Giving it back to others! 
 

Heather still feels the influence of her CCM years. She is comfortable working with people 
of different beliefs and feels confident answering questions or sharing her faith. She 
learned that at CCM. Without CCM, she admits that she would probably not be as       
involved in a parish as she and her family are now. “It was so life-giving,” she adds. She 
cantors at Mass, and she and her husband give occasional talks at Engaged Encounter. 
 

In 2018 the Honeycutt family experienced the loss of their oldest daughter Mikayla, 5, 
who passed into God’s arms. Shortly after, CCM invited the Tennessee family to Davidson 
for a memorial Mass and reunion with Heather’s CCM classmates and current CCM     
students. CCM is still the family away from home! 

Heather, center with husband Graham (r) and mother Alice Yopp, (l) and their 4 daughters 

In her first year at High Point University, the senior president 
of CCM suggested that Kayla take over leadership of CCM 
the following year to help Father Moses with the Mass and 
other CCM activities. 
 

Kayla immediately felt that “this experience would help me 
grow as a leader, because I was shy and hesitant to talk in 
front of people.” She was glad to have Mass on campus and 
enjoyed the other CCM activities. “I valued praying the    
rosary together and getting to know each other in the small 
group.”  
 

“I also met my boyfriend on a CCM retreat. Because of 
where we met, I felt I could trust that he was serious about 
his faith.”  
 

Reflecting on the CCM factor in both of their college lives, 
Kayla shared that their faith became more important to 
them and that “CCM helped bridge the gap between home 
and building our faith life independently.”  
 

She stressed the importance of having a CCM program on   
campus, explaining, “We don’t have many options and can 
get lost in everything else on campus and in the world in 
general. I could also see that my 
wanting to live out my faith was 
different from what other people 
around me valued, like going out 
and drinking.” 
 

Though Kayla did not see her CCM 
friends daily, she feels friendship 
was at a deeper level. “We shared 
the same values and core beliefs. 
We had something stronger 
bonding us than just getting to-
gether.”  
 

This summer Kayla will share her 
faith as a teacher in Totus Tuus, a 
catechetical mission program for children and youth in many 
parishes. Then she hopes to teach science in a middle school. 

“Growing with others 
who share the same 
faith solidifies my own 
faith,” shares Rob 
Michele as he speaks 
about his experience 
with the Catholic  
Community at Wake 
Forest. Rob was      
accustomed to going 
to Mass every week at 
home, but the bible 
and small group     
studies were new to 
him. “The small groups 
and sharing helped me 
become a more effective Catholic and better able to share my 
faith with others.” 
 

For Rob, the Catholic Community was a dynamic experience. 
Students sought opportunities to learn about their faith and 
enjoyed hanging out with each other, all sharing the same    
values. He has lasting friends from the group and gives credit to 
the COVID epidemic for teaching him how to virtually keep in 
touch with friends across the country.  
 

“Making the faith as accessible as possible is very important,” he 
adds. “Without Catholic Life, probably a lot of students would 
not go to Mass. And, Rob adds, he would not have made the 
same life-long friendships!  
 

Valuing the camaraderie and the faith-sharing at Wake, Rob 
quickly enrolled in the equivalent at Princeton where he is    
finishing his master’s degree in finance. He heads-up a service 
program where students deliver groceries to the elderly,       
especially during the epidemic. 
 

When he graduates, he will head to New York for a banking  
position. First order of business: find a place to live; second, find 
a parish to join that hopefully has an active young adult group. 

Kayla Gustek, Class of  2021  
High Point University 

 

TO DONORS 
 

A message from Rob Michele, alumnus of Wake Forest:             
“First of all, thank you for your support!  CCM is so important 
in fostering the next generation of Catholics. CCM reaches 
out to students early in college ...to share faith and invite           
participation in bible studies and attend Mass.” 

YOU make it possible! 
 

Consider making a gift:  
• A monthly online gift to ensure ongoing services  

• A one-time online gift  

• A check (envelope included for your convenience)  
 

Make your online gift at Catholiconcampus.com/
support or send a check to Catholic Campus  Ministry, 
1123 South Street Charlotte NC 28203.  
 

Designate the school of your choice.   
 

Address questions to Ann Kilkelly, CCM Director of Development, 
704-370-3216 or akilkelly@rcdoc.org. 
 

Prayerfully consider a planned gift to help future students grow 
in their faith: a bequest in your will, gifts of real estate, gifts of 
IRAs, gifts of life insurance. 

 

For more information about Planned Giving, contact Gina Rhodes, 
Director of Planned Giving, 704-370-3364 or 
gmrhodes@rcdoc.org. 

mailto:gmrhodes@charlottediocese.org


Terry’s first job after graduating was as campus minister at 
Southern Illinois University (SIU) Carbondale and earned an 
MA in Theology at the same time. Now he is development 
director for the Newman Center at SIU. From his own 
experience, he is convinced that campus ministry is not just 
about helping students stay in the faith but grow in their 
faith. And he’s glad to be part of that process with others. 
 

CCM had a life-changing impact on Terry. He admits that he 
wasted his first year in college, partying and drinking. He 
chose to walk away from all that and sought out CCM his 
sophomore year. Then adds, “I would not be the man, the 
Catholic, that I am today, nor be doing the work that I am 
doing now, if it weren’t for CCM. It was my home.”  
 

“I had never stopped 
believing but was too 
lazy to go to church. 
My faith was not 
Number 1 in my life. 
But I loved CCM the 
moment I walked in.   
I saw so much 
goodness and love in 
the CCM community, 
who cared about 
being disciples of 
Christ.”  

Dani Ramkissoon, Class of 2020 

Appalachian State University 

Anna Marie  (Class of 2001) and Scott McCloy 
(Class of 2002) Western Carolina University 

Terry Marmion, class of 2018, UNC Charlotte 

Both Anna and Scott grew up lukewarm Catholics. What drew 
Anna to CCM in college was her feeling alone and wanting to 
connect with a community. “So I thought of connecting with the 
church,” she explains. She went to Mass, and it immediately felt 
like family. Gloria, the campus minister at the time, heard her 
singing and invited her to join the choir. Anna was convinced that 
“this is where I need to be.”   
 

Reflecting on her experience, Anna shares that “belonging and 
community came first, then the strengthening of faith. When you 
have a built-in level of trust, you can talk about your faith, share 
the love, talk about the hard times. This creates a lasting bond.”  
 

Pointing out the impact of CCM on their relationship, Scott 
reflects, “This sets the foundation for what the vocation of 
marriage is supposed to be: caring for someone’s soul and helping 
each other live a godly life.” Both feel that without CCM’s help in 
deepening their faith, married life would be a much more 
challenging road. 
 

From being leaders in CCM, both Anna and Scott have become 
leaders in their parish. They started the high school religious 
education program (based on the CCM model of welcome, sharing 
food, building trust, then educating about the faith). Now Anna is 
the director of religious formation, and Scott is the music director.  

Chelsea Drumgoole, Class of 2019 
NC A&T University 
 

Taking a moment from her doctorate degree work in her 
veterinary medicine responsibilities, Chelsea reflects on her 
CCM experience at Thea House, the CCM center for A&T and 
Bennet College.  She readily admits that it made her a better, 
more caring person. “CCM influenced my desire to reach out 
to others in need, to be accepting of other people, and to be 
considerate of others instead of only thinking of myself.” 
 

She explains why CCM is so important for students. “In 
college, faith often is 
not even considered. 
Now away from 
parents, students can 
do what they want to 
do. Religion is what 
their parents made 
them do. So they 
throw it out in their 
new independence. 
We need that extra 
step, the support, 
and encouragement 
that CCM provides to 
stay connected and 
grow in faith.” 

Dani shares an outdoor moment with her mom, Alanna-Rae 

Ramkissoon near App State in Boone. 

New at App State, Dani felt alone. Then someone invited her to 
a CCM Friday night get-together. The rest is history. “CCM was 
so inviting. Students wanted to come together. They were 
happy and secure in their faith in a very inviting way and were 
eager to get to know me.”  
 

Through the fun events, dinners, prayer, discussions, bible 
study, Mass, and retreats, Dani grew in faith and maturity, 
building lasting relationships. 
 

She explained that she had understood “what you were 
supposed to do as a Catholic on a rudimentary level,” but CCM 
showed her “how to live the faith, that there were so many 
ways of practicing the faith and relating to God on a more 
personal level.” 
 

Before, she had viewed the faith as something private, but she 
discovered that “your faith can really shine through when you 
are helping others.” Her own faith deepened as others shared 
their faith stories with her, especially in retreat settings. 
  

When COVID shut everything down in the spring of her senior 
year (2020), Dani felt disconnected. Then she realized that, 
although she could not go to Mass, she had the tools within 
herself to put everything into practice – She could read 
scripture, she could pray, she could be close to God. 
 

“I don’t think I could have gone through all four years of 
college without CCM. Having that support on campus, 
especially so far from home, is life-altering and really helps.” 
 

Her mom agrees. “The only thing that made her feel secure 

was CCM. Her entire experience changed when she joined the 

group.” She is amazed at all that Dani has learned about the 

Church and her faith. 

Sam wasn’t sure what he believed. He had been baptized  
Catholic and had received Holy Communion but, for the most 
part, was raised as a nominal Christian.  
 

In his freshman year at UNCA, he met Maddie Crow, a 
member of CCM. He admits that he set out to set her straight 
on religion, but she won him over instead. He went with her 
to CCM activities, mostly for the social aspect at first.  
 

“CCM was a huge help. Everyone was extremely welcoming. I 
could go hang out with people, even if I did not believe,” Sam 
explains. But gradually he became aware of the emptiness of 
his beliefs. “I had not thought about how to live a good life 
and be a good partner.”  
 

Sam searched out other religious denominations. Then late in 
his sophomore year, he seriously considered Catholicism. He 
entered the RCIA program for those seeking full communion 
with the Catholic Church. Maddie was his sponsor. “She 
brought me into the Church where we could grow in faith 
together,” he explained.  
 

Sam credits CCM for helping him and Maddie strengthen 
their relationship. “Having community with other people 
helped a lot. We had conversations about our relationship 
with others. He considered David Mayeux, the campus 
minister at UNCA, as his mentor, who helped him look at 
things from a faith perspective. “The path I am on is 
completely based on CCM. I don’t know where I would be in 
relationships without It.  CCM set me up well to deal with life 
questions and my future.” 
 

Before CCM, Sam saw God as a set of rules with no concrete 
image of what that was. “Growing in the faith and knowing 
that God is there is a real comfort now,” he adds.  
 

Looking back at those years, Sam shares, “CCM was my 
lifeline during my college years. Being in college is sort of like 
being in shark-infested waters as far as your belief system 
goes. It is difficult to defend yourself when you don’t have a 
lot of answers. You can feel alone a lot of the time when 
everything you know or believe is challenged. But CCM was a 

place where I could 
discuss those issues with 
others and get their input. 
It’s like a mini church on 
campus, reaching out to 
others.”  
 

Sam credits his parents for 

being supportive of his 

faith, although they didn’t 

express it outwardly. But 

now, he says, “I am happy 

to say that my experience 

has brought us closer 

together and closer to 

God.”  

Sam Packard, Class of 2019, UNC Asheville 

 

The gift that keeps on giving … 
 

The donation you give now to Catholic Campus Ministry keeps on 
giving in the daily lives of CCM students. Just re-read underlined 
sections in the stories of this newsletter!                                                     
 

Because of gifts from generous donors, students: 
 Have grown socially and spiritually 
 Grew closer to Jesus 
 Became Catholic 
 Live more fully the sacrament of marriage 
 Have become leaders in their parishes 

 

 


